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ά²Ŝ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǳǎΦέ 

- Winston Churchill 



Profile of original Capitol designed by  
John E. Tourtellotte is preserved. 
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±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ 
inviting signage as they enter the building. 
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Plaques describe the experience available to visitors. 
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Jan Frew, Administrator, Division of Public Works and 
Robert Geddes, Director of the Idaho  

Department of Administration. 
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ά{ƘƛƴŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ 

ÅThe Capitol is designed with elements that allow 
visitors to view government including expanded visitor 
facilities, enhanced public access to hearing rooms, 
and spaces created for informal deliberation.  

ÅThe concept of illuminating government is symbolized 
throughout the building with the utilization of natural 
light resources.  
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The Capitol of Light 

ÅHistoric Capitol preservation undertook restoring 
the original building to its original glory. 

ÅThree domes, extensive use of marble and the 
influx of natural light are signature pieces of the 
finished look. 

ÅSpecial attention was paid to signage and utilization 
of space to support routing visitors throughout the 
Capitol in a flow harmonized with working areas. 

Assemblyman Ken Cooley  
Boise, Idaho "Capitol of Light" 



Scagliola (scal-lee-ola), the thin faux marble coating 
on the columns, was just one of the lost arts needed 

to resurrect the original glory of the rotunda. 
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View from the top level down into the rotunda. 
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Main dome meticulously restored illuminates the Capitol 
with natural light and an upgraded electrical system. 
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Smaller dome reveals natural light in the House Chamber. 
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House Chambers entrance includes a seating area to 
encourage collaboration. 
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Glass doors allow visitors to view their government at 
work at the Senate Chambers entry. 
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Historical committee room. 
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Garden Level 

Å¢ƘŜ άDŀǊŘŜƴ [ŜǾŜƭέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ 
for storage that was transformed into a welcoming 
ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ  

Å The Garden Level is comprised of two new 
ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƛŦǘ 
shop which are located beneath the Rotunda. 
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Handsome signage directs the circulation of visitors to 
areas built for them.  
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Original State Capitol profile with skylights  
that illuminate the garden level wings underground. 
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Skylights are integrated into the garden to preserve 
the original footprint of the Capitol. 
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Design elements including the use of marble and natural 
light create harmony between the old and new buildings. 
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Skylights flood the new underground garden level 
wings with natural light. 
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The Abraham Lincoln Auditorium 

ÅA multi-use auditorium designed with accessibility 
in mind. 

ÅEquipped with multi-faceted technology that links 
to overflow hearing rooms.  
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Decorative bulletin boards outside of the auditorium 
announce events occurring inside. 
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Beautifully constructed plaque in the  
Abraham Lincoln Auditorium. 
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The Abraham Lincoln Auditorium captures the glory  
of the original Capitol.  
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Modern touches were added including a backlit seal 
behind stage/dais.  
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Legislators have multiple outlets to accommodate a 
variety of technologies. 
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300 numbered seats for special ticketed event functionality. 
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Mobile dais above allows for a multi-use stage area.  
Witnesses and guests have access to   

multiple outlet stations below. 
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Multi -faceted tech capabilities connect to overflow 
hearing rooms to facilitate public engagement.  
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Beautiful high wall paneling. 

Assemblyman Ken Cooley  
Boise, Idaho "Capitol of Light" 



Decorative railings alongside ADA access ramps. Wood 
paneling along the length of the walls. 
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User-friendly audio system. 
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Tech hub accessible to the public with 
room for modifications and upgrades. 
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New Senate hearing rooms emphasize 
accessibility to all.  
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Decorative hearing room bulletin board keeps the 
public up to date on events occurring inside. 
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